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 THE NEED  

Well into his forties, Mr. L was caught off guard when his juvenile record 

recently began appearing during background checks for employment and 

financial applications. Many years had passed since his juvenile convictions, 

and Mr. L had had no other trouble with the law.  He had married and had 

raised two college bound children.  Mr. L was shocked when his juvenile 

record caused him to lose two jobs.  In one job, he was personally escorted 

off the premises when his employer learned of his juvenile record. In another 

situation, an offer of employment was rescinded because his record had 

appeared during a background check.  Mr. L also was forced to place an 

additional $1,000 deposit down for an apartment when the managers 

discovered he had a juvenile criminal history.   

Mr. O was charged with a misdemeanor when he was 14 years old.  

Because it was his first offense, he was able to go through the juvenile 

court’s diversion process.  By going through diversion successfully, he 

was told he would not have any criminal conviction on his record.  But, 

he did not understand that under Washington’s law he would still need 

to take steps to make sure that the diversion would be sealed.  When he 

completed job applications, he answered that he had never been 

convicted of a crime, which is accurate under our state’s laws for 

diversion.  However, his completed diversion began appearing on 

background checks and employers jumped to the conclusion that he was 

lying on his application forms. Because of this, Mr. O has been unable to 

secure employment. After learning about his rights to seal the record of 

the diversion and getting help from the King County Sealing Clinic, Mr. O was able to have the juvenile 

record of diversion sealed within a month.   

Mr. T came into the clinic to seal a shoplifting charge 

he received when he was 12-years-old.  A college-

bound senior in high school, he feared that he would 

not be eligible for scholarships and financial aid 

because of her juvenile record.  With the help of the 

Sealing Clinic, he was able to file a motion to seal his 

juvenile record. He can now move forward with his 

plans for college and a career. 
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Mr. G came into the clinic because he had 

trouble finding a job to support his son.  He 

explained, “I can't really work or get my own 

place.  I can't get hired anywhere and it's very 

disappointing and depressing.  I have a son and 

it's difficult to support him and raise him with 

my charges.  I feel like I'm stuck in jail in my 

head because of the situation I'm in at this 

time. Life in general is just hard.  The biggest 

thing is preventing me from raising my son.” 

Mr. G had met all the eligibility requirements 

for sealing, so with the assistance of the clinic, 

he was able to complete and file his request for sealing.  His request was granted by the court, which 

now opens the door for him to find employment opportunities.  

WHY START A JUVENILE RECORD SEALING CLINIC? 

A fight at school, shoplifting, drinking beer after a football game, vandalism, taking a motor 

vehicle without permission, trespassing….all familiar adolescent behavior that can also result in 

a criminal conviction in juvenile court and criminal history that follows an individual into 

adulthood. Juvenile criminal history impacts thousands of people in Washington.  Between 

1995 and 2012, over a half a million young people were arrested in Washington State.  While 

not all arrests lead to conviction, in Washington, arrests without a conviction still show up in 

juvenile criminal history.   

Many individuals with past juvenile justice involvement are under a common misunderstanding 

that the information was sealed or destroyed when they turned 18. They may have only 

committed one offense or simply been arrested with no conviction. But they find out when 

they apply for a loan, job, or housing that their juvenile criminal history continues to be 

available to the public and that the dissemination of and access to the information is 

widespread.  Though they have paid their dues to society through the juvenile justice system, 

they continue to experience the negative impact of that involvement as well as the stigma 

associated with their juvenile criminal history.   

Although the juvenile justice system’s mission is to rehabilitate juvenile offenders to become 

productive members of society, juvenile convictions and criminal history can prohibit them 

from ever moving past their teenage mistakes. Increased electronic availability of court records 

dramatically expands public access of these records.  Too often, employment, housing and 

financial background checks turn up juvenile criminal history that becomes a barrier to jobs, 

loans, and a safe and stable place to live. 



 

Juvenile Record Sealing Clinic Starter Kit (ver. 10.05.12) – p. 4 

Individuals can get their juvenile records sealed.  Eligibility for sealing depends on a number of 

factors, including the seriousness of the juvenile offense, the amount of time that has passed 

since the most recent conviction, outstanding fines, and the existence of any pending criminal 

matters.  Once a record is sealed, an applicant can answer “no” if asked if he or she has a 

juvenile criminal history.1 Private companies are also required to stop releasing the information 

on credit reports and other background checks. Sealed records are protected from public 

examination, but they do not cease to exist. Records may be re-opened for public examination 

if the juvenile offender is convicted of another juvenile offense or an adult crime, or if the 

offender is charged with a felony.  

The sealing of juvenile records is not automatic.  The process of sealing requires the filing of a 

motion in the county in which the offenses were heard.  In some counties, the court may 

provide limited assistance for sealing, though individuals may need additional assistance 

determining whether they are eligible.  While there are private attorneys who handle record 

sealing matters, the majority of individuals who need help with sealing will not have the 

resources to retain legal counsel.  Northwest Justice Project and TeamChild partnered to 

develop self-help juvenile record sealing resources, but the need for in person advice and 

guidance is great.    

Record sealing clinics can have a big impact for a large number of individuals who are trying to 

move forward in their lives.  This Starter Toolkit walks through 1) the steps for determining the 

need in your community for a free record sealing resource, 2) the expertise and volunteer 

resources needed to get started, 3) tips for getting the word out about the clinic resources, 4) a 

case study for running a successful clinic, and 5) how to tap into more technical assistance for 

setting up a clinic and training for volunteers. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE GETTING STARTED 

Starting a record sealing clinic is an exciting venture that will present challenges but be very 

rewarding. If you are thinking of starting a record sealing clinic, there are several questions to 

consider. 

1. Is there a need in your community for a juvenile record sealing clinic?   

A good starting point for determining whether there is a need in your community for a juvenile 

record sealing is to contact the Clerk’s Office for the Juvenile Court in your county.  The county 

clerk may have a sense of the number of requests that come through and/or whether the 

process is one that individuals need assistance to navigate.  Other stakeholders in juvenile court 

                                                                 
1
 RCW 13.50.050(14). 
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may also have a sense of the need.  Be sure to contact the Juvenile Court probation, the public 

defenders and the prosecuting attorney’s office.  Some questions to ask include: 

� What is the local practice for juvenile record sealing?  

� How many requests are made a year?  

� Are there online or other resources? 

� Are there costs associated with sealing that individuals will need to be aware of? 

� Does the Court/Clerk offer any assistance to pro se individuals? 

� Are there private attorneys that handle record sealing?   

� Does the public defender offer any advice or support? 

� Are there other resources for help with record sealing? 

 

2. Is there community support for a record sealing clinic?  

If there is a need for a sealing clinic, the next question is whether there are community 

members, including lawyers, who are willing to volunteer their time to serve in the clinic.  Every 

clinic requires the assistance of knowledgeable attorneys, trained volunteers, and at least one 

person who can provide the administrative support to run the clinic and organize and track the 

flow of volunteers and clinic attendees.  Good places to recruit volunteers and develop 

partnerships include local bar associations, pro bono programs, non-profit legal aid 

organizations, law schools, and public defender offices.  An initial step might be to create a 

workgroup of interested individuals and hold a meeting to discuss the viability of the clinic. 

 If there is sufficient interest, then address specific questions such as  

� How will the clinic be staffed? 

� Who can provide administrative support? 

� How often will the clinic be held and where? 

� Who will host the clinic?  

� Are there attorneys who are willing to provide pro bono representation on more 

complicated cases?  

� Who will carry malpractice insurance, volunteer attorney, pro bono program, other?  

� What funds will be necessary to start and sustain the efforts?  

� How will outreach and advertisement happen?  

 

3. What expertise and volunteer resources are needed? 

The structure of the clinic described here operates with four types of expertise and volunteers: 

non-legal volunteers, licensed attorneys, an administrator, and someone with expertise to 

access the court juvenile history information. 
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Non-lawyer volunteers can include law students, college students, community members, 

juvenile court stakeholders, and others who are interested in helping individuals who are trying 

to move on from their adolescent mistakes.  Non-lawyer volunteers can be trained to meet with 

the clinic attendees, interview them for eligibility for sealing, and walk them through the sealing 

process. For students who are interested in getting into the field of juvenile justice, the clinic 

can provide opportunities to learn interviewing skills as well as the issues facing individuals who 

have had juvenile justice involvement and/or need social services and other support in the 

community.   

Licensed attorneys play a vital role in the clinic. The attorneys will be responsible for reviewing 

criminal background histories, assessing attendees’ eligibility for sealing records, and explaining 

to the volunteers any issues they should address when they meet with clinic attendees. 

Attorneys may also meet one-on-one with some clinic attendees to provide more detailed 

explanations and advice about eligibility and the process of sealing.  Having attorneys with 

experience in juvenile law is ideal; however, any licensed attorney can be trained in the 

nuances of the sealing laws. 

One important service that takes place in the sealing clinic is the confirmation and analysis of 

juvenile criminal history that can be found on the courts’ Judicial Information System (JIS) which 

is an online data base.  Having someone at the clinic who knows how to and can access the JIS 

system is essential.  Individuals with this expertise might be found in public defender agencies, 

the prosecutor office, and juvenile court. Access to JIS (Judicial Information System) can be 

purchased for a $100 upfront fee that includes minimal ongoing fees.  

Lastly, an administrator is needed to organize all of the volunteers and complete the follow-up 

paperwork. The administrator should be comfortable communicating with court personnel, 

attorneys, volunteers, and clinic attendees. Additionally, they can expect to be frequently 

interfacing with the community if they also coordinate the outreach efforts.  

Once necessary clinic volunteers have been recruited, the next step will be to train everyone in 

their respective roles.  All volunteers should have a general idea of how to read criminal 

background print-outs, how to interact with clinic attendees who are not well versed in the 

laws, and the general requirements to seal juvenile records.  

A training video as well as a power point presentation is included in this kit to provide an 

example of how to trains volunteers. You will likely want to conduct a live, interactive training 

session that allows individuals to work with the forms, ask questions about the material, and 

conduct role plays of anticipated situations with clinic attendees.  
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4. Where should the clinic be held and what supplies are needed to get started?  

The following is a checklist that might be a helpful guide in setting up the physical space for the 

clinic: 

� When choosing a location, it is helpful to have a waiting room entrance where 

individuals can check in and comfortably wait until they are helped, as well as a 

central room for volunteers to have a pre-clinic meeting and de-briefing session.  

� The space should also have several small rooms where volunteers can meet with 

clinic attendees in a private setting.  

� Computers with connections to the Internet and a printer are needed if the 

volunteers will be helping to generate the sealing motions and other pleadings 

during the interview.   

� Access to a copy machine is also helpful if generating documents for the clinic 

attendees. 

� A resource file with ready-made intake forms, sign-in sheets, advertising flyers, fact 

sheets and volunteer instructions is helpful to have on hand prior to the clinic.  

� Finally, volunteer instructions should include a list of the classification of offenses, 

county specific nuances, and instructions on how to correctly process a clinic 

attendee.   

Many of these forms and fact sheets are part of this starter kit and can be tailored to your local 

practice. 

5. How do you get people to come to the clinic?  

Locating individuals who need the service can be simple or fairly difficult depending on your 

community. Here are several suggested avenues to explore to reach potential clinic attendees: 

� Courts  

� Volunteer Attorney Programs 

� Legal Services Offices 

� Hotlines and Websites 

� Lawyer Referral Services 

� Bar Associations 

� Community Service Providers 

� Community Centers 

� Worksource or Employment Resource offices 

� Community Colleges 

 



 

Juvenile Record Sealing Clinic Starter Kit (ver. 10.05.12) – p. 8 

 

Remember that each community is different and will require flexibility and creativity to reach 

the maximum number of people. It may be as simple as posting flyers in grocery stores, coffee 

shops, bars, churches, and gyms, or require the formal groups above to be utilized.  

Also keep in mind there should be a three-way balance among the clients, the volunteers, and 

the administration. It is stressful to run a clinic that has too many attendees and may 

overwhelm the volunteers. However, it is a great disservice to recruit volunteers when there 

are no cases for them to handle. Finally, it does both volunteers and clients a disservice if the 

administration is not able to handle the workload. With that in mind, as clinic attendance 

increases, the number of attorneys and volunteers should increase accordingly. It will take on 

average an hour to process each clinic attendee from intake to leaving the clinic.  There should 

be at least two volunteers per clinic attendee and at least one attorney per six volunteers. Thus, 

twelve volunteers and two attorneys could effectively process 12 clinic attendees in two hours.    

CASE STUDY – KING COUNTY’S JUVENILE RECORD 

SEALING CLINIC 

The following section will run through a play-by-play of how the juvenile record sealing clinic is 

administered in King County. This is one of the many ways to administer a record sealing clinic, 

and clinic administrators should be flexible and creative in troubleshooting and designing a 

model that works best for your county and the space you are using. 

The clinic in King County runs once a month from 6-8pm. An hour before the clinic starts, the 

administrator arrives and sets up the office space. This includes posting front door signs 

directing clinic attendees where to go, making sure printers/copiers are working correctly, and 

putting out sign-in sheets for clinic attendees and an informational flyer explaining how the 

clinic runs. The volunteer room should also be equipped with a volunteer sign-in sheet, name 

tags, volunteer instructions, and any food/goodies brought for the volunteers.   

When clinic attendees arrive, they sign in at a “reception” area and write down their names and 

birthdates. A volunteer should make a file for each clinic attendees in order to keep track of all 

attendees.  A criminal history report is generated and printed for each clinic attendee.  The 

attorneys do a preliminary determination of the individual’s eligibility. Once eligibility is 

determined, the attorney talks with the law student/non-legal volunteers and explains the 

preliminary determination of the attendee’s eligibility and any additional questions that need 

to be answered.  
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The clinic attendee then meets with the clinic volunteers to review the information.  This 

interview process involves a review with the clinic attendee that all fines have been paid, no 

convictions are pending, and the individual is overall eligible to have his or her record sealed. 

Volunteers should also use this time to explain to the individual the entire sealing process. If 

the attendee is eligible, the King County Record Sealing Clinic generates all of the paperwork 

and has the attendee sign the necessary pleadings.  

If an individual is not eligible to seal their record when they come to the clinic, fully equip them 

with information and any necessary resources they need to become eligible. Motions and other 

court pleadings can be generated through the fillable forms that can be accessed through 

TeamChild or Northwest Justice’s websites.  

After all clinic attendees are processed, the King County clinic volunteers debrief as a team. 

Possible topics can include interesting questions of law that were handled, ideas to make the 

clinic run more efficiently and/or smoother, interesting issues that volunteers had to 

troubleshoot, etc. This is a great opportunity for volunteers to share what they worked on and 

what their thoughts are about the process.  

The next step is one that some clinics may not want to take on because it requires additional 

tracking of and communication with the attendees and monitoring of the status of their 

motions.  That said, it has proven to be a valuable service offered by the King County Sealing 

Clinic.  After the clinic, the administrator takes the motions that were generated in the clinic 

and files them with the court and gets a hearing date for the attendee.  This information is 

passed along to clinic attendees through mail and telephone as well as any relevant updates on 

the process, how long they can expect before the process is completed,  and what to expect 

when they arrive at court.  

GETTING MORE HELP AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

More information about sealing juvenile records is available on TeamChild’s website and in the 

attached document called Sealing Juvenile Records in Washington State.  The King County 

Record Sealing Clinic partners are available as a resource for training and technical assistance.  

Contact TeamChild to arrange for a training or consultation. 
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RECORD SEALING CLINIC  

 PRO SE CLIENT INTERVIEWS: FOR LAW STUDENTS 

(Updated September, 2012) 

MEETING PRO SE 

CLIENT 

 

1. PREPARATION  Inform the attorneys conducting intake where you are set up and when you are 
ready for a pro se client. 

 Try to handle pro se clients in order of their arrival at the clinic, unless there are 
questions that you need answered before being able to handle the file. 

 If there are questions at any point, ask an attorney. 
 

2. INTRODUCTION  Introduce yourself to your pro se client. Make sure to inform the pro se 
client that you are a law student and cannot provide legal 
advice or represent them in this case. 

3. EXPLANATION  Explain the process to the pro se client:  
o You have a copy of their criminal history in Washington; 
o You will be asking the pro se client for information to fill out forms; 
o The pro se client will be asked to sign the forms; and 
o We can then submit the completed forms to the prosecutor and to the 

juvenile court for approval. 
o Ask pro se client if they have concerns about reinstating gun rights 
o Ask pro se clients if they are in the process of any immigration 

proceedings or plan to be in the near future. 

4. CONDUCT SCREENING   See “Screening Procedures” to determine which records are eligible to be 
sealed. 

FORM  

1. GO TO WEBSITE  Using internet explorer, go to http://goo.gl/ioA5B.  

2. REGISTER  Click the “Sign Up to Save Your Work” link and have the pro se client create a 
username and password. Click continue and then “start fresh.” 

3. FILL OUT FORM  Using the intake sheet and the pro se client’s criminal history, fill out the 
webform with the information. 

a. MULTIPLE 

CHARGES 
 If one individual has multiple charges, complete the first questionnaire, click 

“get document,” and print and save the document. Then click “go back to 
questions” and enter the information for the second cause number. Complete 
this process until all you have produced documents for each cause number.  
 

http://goo.gl/ioA5B
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b. ONE CAUSE 

NUMBER, 
MULTIPLE 

CHARGES 

 If there are multiple charges identified under the same cause number, we want 
to seal everything identified by that cause number.  

o A guilty charge, to which the pro se client probably pled down, is 
usually the correct charge to list on the pleadings.  

o However, if there are multiple charges and all were dismissed or 
otherwise disposed of identically, then all should be listed (e.g. “My 
charges of taking a motor vehicle, theft, and DUI were dismissed”).  

o For diversions use the specific cause number for your county.  

4. CHECK INFO  Double check the form with the pro se client to make sure that everything 
is spelled and entered correctly. 

o Include dashes in cause number (e.g. “08-8-00234-1”). 
o Ensure their name is spelled correctly.  

5. PRINT FORM  Print the forms and ensure all fields printed correctly.  
 

6. PRO SE CLIENT 

SIGNATURE 
 Have the pro se client sign the completed, printed form where necessary. 

There is a place to sign on every page but the first page of the order. 
 

a. HANDWRITTEN 

EDITS 
 Sometimes, handwritten edits to the form are necessary (e.g. The webform 

may not have enough spaces to list all the agencies that must receive notice of 
the motion). Have the pro se client initial and date any handwritten edits. 
 

7. COPY FOR PRO SE 

CLIENT 
 Make a copy of the completed, signed form to give to the pro se client.  

 Do not provide the printed criminal history records to the pro se client. 
However, the pro se client may personally write down case numbers and 
information from the history, they just cannot have a copy of the actual print 
out.  
  

8. ORIGINALS FOR 

CLINIC 
 Put the signed originals, intake sheet, and criminal history in the pro se client’s 

manila folder.  

 Include any notes about the pro se client that you believe are important.  
 

INTERVIEW CONCLUSION 

1. SCREENING 

LIMITATIONS 
 Confirm that the pro se client understands that the prosecutor can 

access additional criminal history data that may make the motion to seal 
fail. The Record Sealing Clinic personnel, and even public defenders, currently 
cannot access the information regarding release dates, arrests, etc. that 
prosecutors can review. So we review as much as we can access, but we 
cannot guarantee that the motion to seal will be successful. 
 

2. COURT HEARING 

REGARDING MOTION TO 

SEAL 

 Next contact from the Clinic: We will attempt to contact the pro se client 
within 3 weeks to provide an update regarding a court date or whether the 
prosecutor has already determined that the record cannot be sealed.  

 Court date: If a hearing is scheduled, the court date will probably be 3-6 weeks 
after the clinic. The prosecutor can reject the motion to seal before the hearing, 
but the hearing is when the court provides the sealing order, so the motion may 
not be decided until the hearing. 

 Attendance at hearing: The pro se client DOES HAVE to attend the hearing. 
They can leave the hearing with a certified copy of the sealing order if the 
motion to seal is successful.  
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3. SEALING FAIL  If the prosecutor does not agree to seal the pro se client’s record, we will 
contact the pro se client as soon as possible with the reason that their record 
cannot be sealed at this time, but we will not be able to help them argue their 
case in court. 
 
 

4. BENEFITS OF SEALING Once records are sealed: 

 The sealed offense and the proceedings in the case are treated as if they 
never occurred. 

 The person may say “No” to having committed the sealed offense on any 
job, housing, or other application. 

 Any agency receiving a request for the sealed record must reply that the record 
is confidential, and the agency may not give out any information about the 
record’s existence or nonexistence.  
 

5. LIMITATIONS OF 

SEALING 
 Private background investigation agencies might not update records quickly, so 

there is a possibility that an investigation would still bring up information until 
the records are updated to reflect the seal. 

 Fingerprints and any other identifying information kept by the Washington State 
Patrol are not sealed. 

 The record will be unsealed if the person is subsequently convicted of a 
juvenile offense or adult crime, or charged with an adult felony.  
 

CLINIC CLOSING  
 

 
1. PRO SE CLIENT FILES 

 

 Make sure all pro se client files are given to the appropriate clinic staff. 
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           RECORD SEALING CLINIC  
SCREENING PROCEDURES 

     (September 2012) 

BASIC: RECORD 

 

1. CAUSE NUMBER  Identify juvenile cause numbers to be sealed. Look for "8" as the 
third number (e.g. "xx-8"). 
 

2. COUNTY CODE  We serve S___  for ____County. 
 

3. CLASSIFY OFFENSE  Identify the charge and determine the classification of offense using 
the “Classification of Offenses” cheat sheet or by looking up the 
charge in the RCWs. 

o RCW 9A the Washington criminal code lists most crimes. 
 

4. TIME  Determine whether sufficient time has elapsed to seal the juvenile 
record. Time runs from the latest of: 

o The disposition of the juvenile offense;  
o The date of last conviction for any crime; or  
o The date of last release from confinement. 

 

a. JUDGMENT STATUS  Make note of the judgment status:  
o Guilty (G) or Not Guilty (NG); 
o Dismissed (D) may indicate deferred disposition; and 
o Vacated (V) may indicate diversion or deferred disposition.  
o Remember that for a non-charge, not guilty, vacated, or 

dismissed conviction, you will need to enter “guilty” to 
complete the interview. Once you have generated the forms, 
go to paragraph 2.1 on the Motion and Declaration and 
change the “guilty” to the appropriate disposition.  
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b. REQUIREMENTS  Elapsed Time Requirements: 
o Class A Felony = 5 years 
o Class B Felony: Any disposition except deferred or diversion = 2 

years, even if dismissed at trial. 
o Class C Felony, Gross Misdemeanor, and Misdemeanor: Any 

disposition except deferred or diversion = 2 years. 
o Deferred Dispositions = Automatic sealing within 30 days of 

person turning 18 if 18
th
 birthday is after 7/1/09, but must request 

sealing if turned 18 before 7/1/09. 
o Diversions = 2 years for sealing; if entire record is only one 

diversion, it is eligible for destruction when person is 18; if entire 
record is more than one but only diversions, it is eligible for 
destruction when person is 23. 

o Sex Offense Class A = 5 years + release from registration but not 
allowed for Rape 1, Rape 2  or Indecent Liberties with forcible 
Compulsion (B+) 

o Sex Offense Class B = 2 years + release from registration or 15 
consecutive years in the community (since date of release from 
confinement or adjudication/sentencing) AND no new disqualifying 
offenses. 

o Sex Offense Class C and Gross Misdemeanor = 2 years + 
release from registration or 10 consecutive years in the community 
(since date of release from confinement or 
adjudication/sentencing) AND no new disqualifying offenses. 

 
c. TRAFFIC COURT  Criminal cases or confinement may affect the pro se client's eligibility, 

but routine traffic infractions do not affect the necessary time period. 
If uncertain whether a cause number refers to a criminal case or a 
traffic court case, investigate. 
 

5. FURTHER 

INVESTIGATION 
 If the dates on record are within a year of eligibility to seal, ask the 

investigator to check expanded records to determine date of 
disposition or release from confinement. 

 To determine whether a (V) judgment status indicates a diversion or 
deferred disposition, ask the investigator to check expanded records. 

 Check whether a cause number refers to a criminal case or a traffic 
court case if there is any uncertainty. 
 

6. BALANCE OWED  Check whether there is an outstanding balance on any cause 
numbers that we want to seal. Even if there is an outstanding 
balance on certain cause numbers, we can seal cause numbers 
without balances due.  
 

Qs TO ASK PRO SE 

CLIENT  

1. BALANCES  Outstanding fines, fees, or restitution: If there are outstanding 
balances on some juvenile cause numbers but not others, ask 
whether the pro se client wants to pay the money owed first or 
proceed with sealing other juvenile cases in the meantime. 
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2. ARRESTS  Arrests may affect eligibility. Arrests will not show up on the 
records we review, so ask pro se clients whether they have been 
arrested in the last six years to determine if they may have spent 
short amounts of time in confinement. We will still file their motion if 
they have been arrested, but it may affect eligibility. 
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Classification of Offenses 

 

Juvenile Offenses are ranked under RCW 13.40.0357 from A+ through E. The rankings correspond to 

adult crime categories. Felonies are generally more serious than misdemeanors.   

 Class A = Class A Felony 

 Class B = Class B Felony   

 Class C = Class C Felony  

 Class D = Gross Misdemeanor 

 Class E = Misdemeanor  

 

Cheat Sheet for How Long to Wait until Conviction is Eligible to Seal 

 

Charge Waiting Period 

Class A Felony 5 years 

Class B Felony 2 years 

Class C Felony/Misdemeanors 2 years 

Class A Sex offenses for Rape 1or2 repeat offenders Ineligible 

Class A Sex offenses 5 years + removal of 

registration 

Class B Sex Offense except Indecent Liberties with Forcible 

compulsion 

2 years + removal of 

registration  or 15 years 

Class C Sex Offense/Misdemeanor 2 years + removal of 

registration  or 10 years 

What does “+” mean? 

 A “+” is irrelevant for sealing eligibility. Thus, class A+ should be treated as an A, class B+ should be 

treated as a B, etc.  The “+” indicates additional sentencing time that could be added to the 

conviction. See the sentencing chart at page 6 at the end of the classification chart to better 

understand how the “+” affects sentencing.  

Class Offense 

  Arson and Malicious Mischief 

A Arson 1 (9A.48.020) 

B Arson 2 (9A.48.030) 

C Reckless Burning 1 (9A.48.040) 

D Reckless Burning 2 (9A.48.050) 

B Malicious Mischief 1 (9A.48.070) 

C Malicious Mischief 2 (9A.48.080) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.080
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D Malicious Mischief 3 (*9A.48.090(2) (a) and (c)) 

E Malicious Mischief 3 (*9A.48.090(2)(b)) 

E Tampering with Fire Alarm Apparatus (9.40.100) 

E Tampering with Fire Alarm Apparatus with Intent to Commit Arson (9.40.105) 

A Possession of Incendiary Device (9.40.120) 

  Assault and Other Crimes Involving Physical Harm 

A Assault 1 (9A.36.011) 

B+ Assault 2 (9A.36.021) 

C+ Assault 3 (9A.36.031) 

D+ Assault 4 (9A.36.041) 

B+ Drive-By Shooting (9A.36.045) 

D+ Reckless Endangerment (9A.36.050) 

C+ Promoting Suicide Attempt (9A.36.060) 

D+ Coercion (9A.36.070) 

C+ Custodial Assault (9A.36.100) 

  Burglary and Trespass 

B+ Burglary 1 (9A.52.020) 

B Residential Burglary (9A.52.025) 

B Burglary 2 (9A.52.030) 

D Burglary Tools (Possession of) (9A.52.060) 

D Criminal Trespass 1 (9A.52.070) 

E Criminal Trespass 2 (9A.52.080) 

C Mineral Trespass (78.44.330) 

C Vehicle Prowling 1 (9A.52.095) 

D Vehicle Prowling 2 (9A.52.100) 

  Drugs 

E Possession/Consumption of Alcohol (66.44.270) 

C Illegally Obtaining Legend Drug (69.41.020) 

C+ Sale, Delivery, Possession of Legend Drug with Intent to Sell (69.41.030(2)(a)) 

E Possession of Legend Drug (69.41.030(2)(b)) 

B+ 
Violation of Uniform Controlled Substances Act - Narcotic, Methamphetamine, or 

Flunitrazepam Sale (69.50.401(2) (a) or (b)) 

C Violation of Uniform Controlled Substances Act - Nonnarcotic Sale (69.50.401(2)(c)) 

E Possession of Marihuana <40 grams (69.50.4014) 

C Fraudulently Obtaining Controlled Substance (69.50.403) 

C+ Sale of Controlled Substance for Profit (69.50.410) 

E Unlawful Inhalation (9.47A.020) 

B 
Violation of Uniform Controlled Substances Act - Narcotic, Methamphetamine, or 

Flunitrazepam Counterfeit Substances (69.50.4011(2) (a) or (b)) 

C 
Violation of Uniform Controlled Substances Act - Nonnarcotic Counterfeit Substances 

(69.50.4011(2) (c), (d), or (e)) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.090
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.48.090
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.40.100
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.40.105
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.40.120
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.011
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.021
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.031
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.041
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.045
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.060
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.36.100
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.025
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.060
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.080
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=78.44.330
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.095
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.52.100
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=66.44.270
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.41.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.41.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.41.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.401
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.401
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.401
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4014
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.403
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.410
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.47A.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4011
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4011
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4011
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4011
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C 
Violation of Uniform Controlled Substances Act - Possession of a Controlled Substance 

(69.50.4013) 

C 
Violation of Uniform Controlled Substances Act - Possession of a Controlled Substance 

(69.50.4012) 

  Firearms and Weapons 

B Theft of Firearm (9A.56.300) 

B Possession of Stolen Firearm (9A.56.310) 

E Carrying Loaded Pistol Without Permit (9.41.050) 

C Possession of Firearms by Minor (<18) (9.41.040(2)(a)(iii)) 

D+ Possession of Dangerous Weapon (9.41.250) 

D Intimidating Another Person by use of Weapon (9.41.270) 

  Homicide 

A+ Murder 1 (9A.32.030) 

A+ Murder 2 (9A.32.050) 

B+ Manslaughter 1 (9A.32.060) 

C+ Manslaughter 2 (9A.32.070) 

B+ Vehicular Homicide (46.61.520) 

  Kidnapping 

A Kidnap 1 (9A.40.020) 

B+ Kidnap 2 (9A.40.030) 

C+ Unlawful Imprisonment (9A.40.040) 

  Obstructing Governmental Operation 

D Obstructing a Law Enforcement Officer (9A.76.020) 

E Resisting Arrest (9A.76.040) 

B Introducing Contraband 1 (9A.76.140) 

C Introducing Contraband 2 (9A.76.150) 

E Introducing Contraband 3 (9A.76.160) 

B+ Intimidating a Public Servant (9A.76.180) 

B+ Intimidating a Witness (9A.72.110) 

  Public Disturbance 

C+ Riot with Weapon (9A.84.010(2)(b)) 

D+ Riot Without Weapon (9A.84.010(2)(a)) 

E Failure to Disperse (9A.84.020) 

E Disorderly Conduct (9A.84.030) 

  Sex Crimes 

A Rape 1 (9A.44.040) 

A- Rape 2 (9A.44.050) 

C+ Rape 3 (9A.44.060) 

A- Rape of a Child 1 (9A.44.073) 

B+ Rape of a Child 2 (9A.44.076) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4013
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4012
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50.4012
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.300
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.310
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.41.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.41.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.41.250
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.41.270
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.32.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.32.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.32.060
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.32.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.520
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.40.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.40.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.40.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.140
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.150
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.160
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.180
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.72.110
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.84.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.84.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.84.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.84.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.060
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.073
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.076
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B Incest 1 (9A.64.020(1)) 

C Incest 2 (9A.64.020(2)) 

D+ Indecent Exposure (Victim <14) (9A.88.010) 

E Indecent Exposure (Victim 14 or over) (9A.88.010) 

B+ Promoting Prostitution 1 (9A.88.070) 

C+ Promoting Prostitution 2 (9A.88.080) 

E O & A (Prostitution) (9A.88.030) 

B+ Indecent Liberties (9A.44.100) 

A- Child Molestation 1 (9A.44.083) 

B Child Molestation 2 (9A.44.086) 

C Failure to Register as a Sex Offender (*9A.44.130) 

  Theft, Robbery, Extortion, and Forgery 

B Theft 1 (9A.56.030) 

C Theft 2 (9A.56.040) 

D Theft 3 (9A.56.050) 

B Theft of Livestock 1 and 2 (9A.56.080 and9A.56.083 ) 

C Forgery (9A.60.020) 

A Robbery 1 (9A.56.200) 

B+ Robbery 2 (9A.56.210) 

B+ Extortion 1 (9A.56.120) 

C+ Extortion 2 (9A.56.130) 

C Identity Theft 1 (9.35.020(2)) 

D Identity Theft 2 (9.35.020(3)) 

D Improperly Obtaining Financial Information (9.35.010) 

B Possession of a Stolen Vehicle (9A.56.068) 

B Possession of Stolen Property 1 (9A.56.150) 

C Possession of Stolen Property 2 (9A.56.160) 

D Possession of Stolen Property 3 (9A.56.170) 

B Taking Motor Vehicle Without Permission 1 (9A.56.070) 

C Taking Motor Vehicle Without Permission 2 (9A.56.075) 

B Theft of a Motor Vehicle (9A.56.065) 

  Motor Vehicle Related Crimes 

E Driving Without a License (46.20.005) 

B+ Hit and Run - Death (46.52.020(4)(a)) 

C Hit and Run - Injury (46.52.020(4)(b)) 

D Hit and Run-Attended (46.52.020(5)) 

E Hit and Run-Unattended (46.52.010) 

C Vehicular Assault (46.61.522) 

C Attempting to Elude Pursuing Police Vehicle (46.61.024) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.64.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.64.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.88.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.88.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.88.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.88.080
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.88.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.100
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.083
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.086
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.44.130
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.040
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.60.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.200
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.210
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.120
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.130
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.35.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.35.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.35.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.068
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.150
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.160
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.170
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.070
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.075
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.56.065
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.20.005
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.52.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.52.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.52.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.52.010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.522
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.024
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E Reckless Driving (46.61.500) 

D Driving While Under the Influence (46.61.502 and46.61.504) 

B+ Felony Driving While Under the Influence (46.61.502(6)) 

B+ Felony Physical Control of a Vehicle While Under the Influence (46.61.504(6)) 

  Other 

B+ Indecent Liberties with Forcible Compulsion 

C+ Indecent Liberties without Forcible Compulsion 

B Animal Cruelty 1 (16.52.205) 

B Bomb Threat (9.61.160) 

C Escape 11 (9A.76.110) 

C Escape 21 (9A.76.120) 

D Escape 3 (9A.76.130) 

E Obscene, Harassing, Etc., Phone Calls (9.61.230) 

A Other Offense Equivalent to an Adult Class A Felony 

B Other Offense Equivalent to an Adult Class B Felony 

C Other Offense Equivalent to an Adult Class C Felony 

D Other Offense Equivalent to an Adult Gross Misdemeanor 

E Other Offense Equivalent to an Adult Misdemeanor 

V Violation of Order of Restitution, Community Supervision, or Confinement (13.40.200)2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.500
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.502
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.504
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=16.52.205
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.61.160
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.110
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.120
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9A.76.130
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.61.230
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=13.40.200
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Juvenile Offender Sentencing Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Except 30-40 weeks for 15-17 year olds 
2 LS means local sanctions, as defined in RCW 13.40.020, means one or more of the following: 

(a) 0-30 days of confinement; (b) 0-12 months of community supervision; (c) 0-150 hours of 

community restitution; or (d) $0-$500 fine 

Class Standard Range of Punishment 

A+ 180 weeks to Age 21 for all Category A+ Offenses 

A 103-129 weeks for all Category A Offenses 

A- 15-36 

weeks
1
 

52-65 

weeks 

80-100 weeks 103-129 

weeks 

103-129 

weeks 

B+ 15-36 weeks 15-36 

weeks 

52-65 weeks 80-100 weeks 103-129 

weeks 

B LS2 LS 15-36 weeks 15-36 weeks 52-65 weeks 

C+ LS LS LS 15-36 weeks 15-36 weeks 

C LS LS LS LS 15-36 weeks 

D+ LS  LS LS LS LS 

D LS  LS LS LS LS 

E LS  LS LS LS LS 

Prior 

Adjudications 

0 1 2 3 4 or more 
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Superior Court Identification Codes for JIS 
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Interpreting the Criminal Background Printout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interpreting Codes on DCH 

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME 
NICKNAME 

LEA = Police (Law 

Enforcement 

Agency) 

TY=Case Type 

Cause Number JG=Judgment Type CD= Case Disposition 

Offense 

Date of Violation 

(not conviction) 

Restitution 

Owing 
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Law Enforcement Agency (LEA) Codes 
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